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Body 


Two former key provincial Liberal cabinet ministers are leaping to federal politics. 


MPP Michael Coteau won the Liberal nomination in Don Valley East, the riding he has represented at Queen's Park 
for a decade. 


Former attorney general Yasir Naqvi was acclaimed in Ottawa Centre for an election Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
could trigger within days. 


Coteau, social services and citizenship minister in former premier Kathleen Wynne's cabinet, shepherded 
challenging files like anti-racism efforts, support for families of children with autism, and the 2015 Pan American 
Games in Toronto. 


"| think | have a lot to contribute federally," he said Tuesday following his weekend nomination win. 


"There is a whole new opportunity to really think about how we build a more inclusive society ... because the divides 
are growing," said Coteau, runner-up to his friend Steven Del Duca in last year's provincial Liberal leadership 
contest. 


He will resign as an MPP once the federal election is officially underway. 


Premier Doug Ford would not have to call a provincial byelection in Don Valley East because the next Ontario vote 
will be held on June 2, fewer than 10 months away. 


From 2007 until 2018, Naqvi, a former Ontario Liberal Party president, was the MPP in Ottawa Centre, a high- 
profile riding that includes Parliament Hill. 


"It's a pivotal time for the country as we begin rebuilding after the pandemic," he said Tuesday in an interview from 
Ottawa. 


"I'd really like to leverage my provincial experience to be part of that and to help build a more inclusive Canada," 
said Naqvi, who lost his seat in the 2018 Ontario election to New Democrat Joel Harden. 


Ottawa Centre is held by Infrastructure Minister Catherine McKenna, who announced earlier this summer that she 
would not be seeking re-election after almost six years in office. 
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Mark Carney, former governor of both the Bank of Canada and the Bank of England, had been rumoured as a 
potential Liberal candidate there, but party insiders confide he probably would not have beaten Naqvi in a contested 
nomination. 


Three weeks ago, Carney, now the United Nations special envoy on climate action and finance and chair of the 
Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero, begged off running for office. 


Coteau, who said he wants to be the first person who grew up in Flemingdon Park to sit in the House of Commons, 
is vying to succeed Independent MP Yasmin Ratansi. 


Ratansi left the Liberal caucus in November after admitting she "made an error" by hiring her sister as a 
constituency assistant. 


Earlier this year, the Commons' board of internal economy, the all-party body that oversees spending by members 
of Parliament, said she broke the rules and ordered her to repay nearly $9,400 in severance pay given to her sister. 


There are strong links between the provincial and federal Liberal parties. 


Many of Trudeau's top advisers cut their teeth as staff members in the governments of Wynne and her 
predecessor, Dalton McGuinty. 


Federal cabinet ministers Anmed Hussen and Mary Ng were also staffers at Queen's Park. 


Coteau and Naqvi's former provincial cabinet colleagues Helena Jaczek (Markham-Stouffville) and Marie-France 
Lalonde (Orléans) sit in the federal caucus, as do ex-MPPs Han Dong (Don Valley North), Yvan Baker (Etobicoke 
Centre) and Peter Fonseca (Mississauga East-Cooksville). 
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